Chicago Public Schools
Office of Early Childhood Education

Welcome fo

yduab Prem
Ready for Math Tuforial




What is VPK Math?

VPK Math is a home-school resource that helps
connect classroom learning with simple math
activities families can do to reinforce learning at
home.

In the Classroom: Name Graph At Home: Number Cards

VPK Math was developed in partnership with PBS
and funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s
Ready to Learn grant.



What is VPK Math?

VPK Math was created by a talented team of CPS early

childhood teachers, all graduates of the Erikson Early
Math Project.

VPK Math Development Team:

Cecelia Blue-Ford , Kellman School
Cathy Foote, Carroll-Rosenwald School
Kira Hamman, Ravenswood School
Rosalie Mancera, Galileo School
Xiomara Sanchez, Darwin School




What is VPK Math?

The VPK Math Resource includes:

e A Teacher’s Guide with
classroom lesson plans, .
master copies of the home * |

o P , = TEACHERSH
activity cards, and ideas for = S8l )

implementation

e A set of the 10 laminated
home activity cards

e A bilingual DVD with video
modeling of classroom, i
home and community activities




There are 5 themes in VPK Math.

Each theme:

e Targets a critical early math skill.

* Includes a classroom activity,
two related home activities and
a community connection.

e Has a 5-7 minute video lesson to
demonstrate the activities.




VPK Math: At a Glance

LESSON 1 2 3 4 5
THEME Numbe_rs & Shapes Sorting it Out Up, Down, All Let's Measure
Counting Around
IN THE : Classroom Build Me
CLASSROOM Name Towers Shape Hunt Shoe Sorting Obstacle Course A House
AT HOME - A Number Cards Play Dough Home Treasure Map Family Feet
Shapes Collections
Counting Around What's in . Up, Down, All . |
AT HOME - B the House the Bag? Sorting at Home Around Games Fill it Up!
- : Comparing size,
Finding numbers Looking for :
OUT & ABOUT and counting shapes in the Musel_Jm Playground Ien_gth, height of
Collections Obstacle Course | things you see

out & about

environment

out & about




What is VPK Math?

The new math resources will fit into the blue Virtual Pre-K
Kit in your classroom, to add to your lending library.




How do teachers use VPK Math?

There are five creative lesson plans with simple, fun math
activities to try In your classroom.

Classroom example: Classroom Obstacle Course



How do teachers use VPK Math?

Each lesson plan includes: e Sl ron Olatacts Cores

e Alignment to lllinois Early -

This large and small group activity builds an increasing understanding
of spatial sense through the use of location and position words. Students
° will be invited to move through an obstacle course created by the
e a r n I n g ta n a r S a n teacher. Later the students can create their own obstacle courses in

the block area.

. ILLINOIS EARLY LEARNING STANDARDS:
H 4.B.EC: Communicate needs, ideas, and thoughts.
e a a r O I I I a I n S 5.C.EC: Communicate information with others.
9.B.EC: Find and name locations with simple words such as “near.”
17.A.ECa: Locate objects and places in familiar environments.
19.A.ECa:  Engage in active play using gross motor skills,
19.A.ECb: Engage in active play using fine motor skills.

31.A.ECd: Show some initiative and independence in action.

e Lesson objectives

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Li: ing and Under i ing and
Communicating

LITERACY: Book Knowledge and Appreciation

MATHEMATICS: Geometry and Spatial Sense

: : SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Self-Concept, Self-Regulation and Cooperation
. I e ra u re S u e S I O n S ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Expressive English Language
PHYSICAL HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT: Gross Motor Skills and Fine Motor Skills

LESSON OBJECTIVES:
° ° Students will:
. Ste p - by_ St e p I n St r‘ u Ct I O n S participate during the reading of a story by repeating familiar phrases.
+ use location/position words while going through the obstacle course
andwhile creating an obstacle course in the block area.
use gross and fine motor skills while creating and walking through
an obstacle course.

cooperate and work constructively in a small group to build an obstacle
course using materials in the block area.

LITERATURE SUGGESTIONS:

We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins

The Three Billy Goats Gruff retold by Paul Cauldon
Secret Birthday Message by Eric Carle

As The Crow Flies: A First Book of Maps by Gail Hartman
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How do parents use VPK Math?

Send home the related At Home activity and you’re giving
parents an easy way to extend learning at home.




How can you encourage parent
engagement with VPK?

Host a Virtual Pre-K
parent workshop.

| Show a video lesson and
provide parents with hands
on materials to try the At
Home activity themselves.




Sample Parent Workshop Agenda
Time: 1 hour

Welcome and introductions
Watch one VPK Math video lesson
Have supplies to try the hands on activity

Discuss ways to keep the activity open-ended
and child-centered

Provide a copy of the At Home activity card to
each parent.



How can you encourage parent
engagement with VPK?

Create a space at school to
display completed At Home
activities.




Take Home Packets: Coming in Early March

e The spring VPK Take Home Packet
features the At Home Activity:
Treasure Map.

 Send home the packet with your
students and ask them to bring in
their treasure maps to share with
the class.

e Collect the enclosed parent survey
and mailrun to VPK to be entered
into the year end raffle.




Technology Connections

As part of the Ready to Learn Initiative, PBS has developed
a series of educational online games highlighting early
math skills for preschoolers.

Both teachers and parents can access these FREE games
at PBSKIDS.org/lab
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pbskids.org/lab

PBSKIDS LAB is a website created to:

Debut new games.

Show early research results.

Share the promise of many new technologies
as a way to engage children and help them
learn.

Give parents, caregivers, and educators an
inside look at our process and access to how
stories and games are created.
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Ready for Math

QUESTIONS? We're here to help.
Call us at 773-553-2002.



